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A Few Good Men is the story of James and Julie Hart. She has discovered that she is to have their first child, but James is furious. He is not ready. Julie has been in the church and is solid in her belief. James has attended, but never committed. He is currently on a downward spiritual spiral.

The 'Few Good Men' of the title are Julie's father, his friend, Bro. Carlysle, and their pastor, Bro. Cooper. They take on the task of fighting the spiritual battle for the young Harts. Julie's friend Carla, is also around for help and encouragement.

The spirit world is represented through two angelic and two demonic beings. They have no words (with one exception), but their presence and influence is felt. 

During the course of the play, the characters go back and forth from modern day to Bethlehem. They provide parallels between the new and the old and the Few Good Men of today have the same characteristics as the Few Good Men of old.
Staging – The simple version is three boxes to sit and stand on. Or –A Living Room, Pastor’s Office. Split the stage so both are seen, use a revolve are be ready to switch back and forth very quickly.

Cast – 4 Men, 2 Women, 2 Angels, 2 Demons
· James Hart		Husband of Julie, not so much backslidden as uncommitted. Selfish, egocentric 
· Julie Hart		Wife of James. Loves James, but wants a family, especially one committed to Christ
· Bro. Stevens		Father of Julie
· Pastor Cooper		Pastor of the church
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Bro. Carlyle		Deacon of the Church
· Carla		Neighbor of the Harts
· 2 Angels
· 2 Demons


SAMPLE – A Few Good Men
Scene I

Julie Hart runs into the room, crying, with husband, James, storming after her. James' first line is heard while he is still off stage.

James	Don't start bawling your head off! (enters) We wouldn't be in this mess if you hadn't betrayed me!

Julie	I didn't betray you!

James	No!? You've been wanting a baby so badly that you had to do something about it, didn't you? I told you, Julie, we can't afford to start our family now, but do you ever listen to me? What I want doesn't ever seem to matter, does it?

Julie	But I didn't plan this!

James	Right.

Julie	I didn't!

James	Then do something about it! Abort it!

Julie	No!

James	It's no big deal.

Julie	It's a life, James! A tiny, tiny life. Can't you see that?

James	All I see is that we're not ready for a family. Emotionally or financially.

Julie	You forgot spiritually.

James	Don't be throwing that into my face.

Julie	That's the real problem. You've turned your back on everything you believed. You're not close to God and you don't care. Five years ago you never would have suggested an abortion.

James	Maybe I grew up.

Julie	Not up; cold.

James	Okay, that's enough. I've got to get to work and I don't have the patience to listen to one of your pathetic sermons. But I'm telling you, Julie, you're not having this baby. No way.

James exits, slamming the door behind him. Julie cries silently. After a short time a soft knocking is heard at the door – near Box #1. Julie straightens up, quickly freshens up and goes to answer it. Her friend and neighbor, Carla.

Carla	Everything, okay?

Julie	These apartment walls are pretty thin, huh?

Carla	What was it this time?

Julie	This time? Great! The whole complex must know we're always at each other's throats.

Carla	Julie ...

Julie	I'm tired of it, Carla! He's so different than when we first married. James would send me flowers, write little notes. He'd call me all the time. Now he doesn't even speak to me unless he's putting me down.

Carla	He's not that bad of a guy. Everybody likes him at work.

Julie	To you, sure! He charms everybody at church, too. "He's so sweet, so nice. Julie is so lucky to have him." They don't know that I have to drag him to even go to church.

Carla	He's changed that much?

Julie	I'm going to have a baby.

Carla	What? You are? That's wonderful!

Julie	Yeah, wonderful.

Carla	It's great! Just what you and James need! A little baby will bring you together again.

Julie	I thought so to, when I first felt I was pregnant, but not anymore. James wants me to get and abortion.

Carla	What!?

Julie	Yeah, great isn't it? My loving, supposedly Christian husband wants me to kill his child. That's what we were fighting about. He was upset because it doesn't fit into his 'plans'. What a joke! I didn't even know he had plans!

Carla	You can't, Julie, you can't.

Julie	Of course not! This is my child. Nothing is going to hurt it. I just don't know what to do about James. I can't live with a man, knowing he's going to resent my baby all his life.

Carla	Do you really think he would?

Julie	I don't know anymore. James is so far from God right now that anything is possible.

Carla	You need to talk to someone, Julie. You can't go on like this.

Julie	Talk to who? Everybody thinks that James is so wonderful they'd never believe me.

Carla	What about your dad?

Julie	I can't.

Carla	Why?

Julie	I would be too embarrassed.

Carla	Why would you be embarrassed?

Julie	He warned me not to marry James when I did. He didn't feel James was ready spiritually. Too true.

Carla	Your dad loves you, Julie. He'll still help.

Julie	I know he would, but ...

Carla	I'll drive you over there. Give me a minute to grab my coat.
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