[image: ]A FOOD COURT CHRISTMAS
A group of teens and one family are caught at the food court on Christmas Eve. The security system has trapped them. A hilarious look into the mind of teenagers as they face their prejudices, inner thoughts and relationships.

Great as a dinner drama or banquet piece.

Staging -- A Food Court in a local Mall
Playing Time -- 50 minutes
Cast -- 6 Men, 6 Women
· Maria -- Works clean-up around the food court. Only speaks Spanish. She is nine months pregnant.
· Jose  -- Maria’s husband. Works for Little Caesar’s. Speaks English and Spanish
· Kaylie  - A chatterbox. A very vain chatterbox.
· Lindsay -- CONSTANTLY text messaging. We never learn to whom. 
· Amanda -- Works as a cashier in one of the mall stores. Stressed out. 
· Tom Reilly -- Husband. Overly cheerful.
· Maggie Reilly -- Wife Constantly worried.
· Tammy Reilly -- Child Age may vary from 5 to 9
· Dane Reilly -- Child Age may vary from 5 to 9
· Brandon  -- Shy and sensitive. Has a crush on Amanda
· Troy -- Nice, but forward. Likes Kaylie. Always light hearted and fun.
· Greg Brazen -- sarcastic, a jerk. Likes himself.
· Mall Walker -- a recurring role. It can be male or female. This character has no lines.

SAMPLE – A Food Court Christmas

[bookmark: _GoBack]Playing Christmas music during the Preshow sets the mood. There are many collections of Bing Crosby, Mannheim Steamrollers, Nat King Cole and others you can purchase very cheaply. Remember that this is mall music!

As the play begins an announcement over the mall intercom begins the action.

Announcer -- Welcome to Westdale Mall (use a local mall name if you wish) all of you last minute shoppers! This is Christmas Eve and as a reminder the mall will close at 5:00 PM so our employees may spend the time with their families. Dillards is having a sale on their fabulous watch collection and Sears is marking down all drills and drill bits. And be sure to stop by Bernard's and pick up a Norwegian Argyle sweater for 30% off!

As the announcement finishes the Christmas music resumes and Maria enters. She picks up garbage from the tables and throws it away. She wipes down the tables. During her work she should not appear slow or lazy, but she can react to her pregnancy with a stretch to get out a kink and a pause to rest. As she finishes and exits a mall walker enters, huffing and puffing, checking watch and pulse. The mall walker should never stop. 

Kaylie and Lindsay enter. They have been shopping so they should be carrying various bags and packages. They sit at the stage right table. 

Kaylie -- I cannot believe that woman! Like I would ever wear shoes like that. They were for my mother! Didn't she hear me say that? I know I said it. I said it twice. I wouldn't be caught dead in those shoes. They were 'mother' shoes. Doesn't she even know what she sells? Like I would ever go into that store for something I need. I think she was just jealous. Did you see her hair? Whew! What rainstorm did she drive through with the top down? She took one look at me and knew she'd never compare so she decided to make me miserable. As if! Like she could get me all riled up. Ha! She took one look at me and knew she'd never measure up so she tried to tear me down. Here it is Christmas Eve and I walk into her store. You'd think she'd be grateful for a last minute commission. She didn't look like she could sell …

Amanda enters. She has been working as a cashier for a large store. She is harried as well.

Amanda -- He is the creepiest man alive!

Kaylie -- Who?

Amanda -- Who else? Mr. Creep!

Kaylie -- Your boss?

Amanda -- Yes.

Kaylie -- His name is Mr. Creep? That's weird, Amanda. 

Amanda -- No, Kaylie, his name is Stanton, I just call him Mr. Creep.

Kaylie -- Doesn't that make him mad?

Amanda -- Not to his face! I'm sure I'd call him that for real. Duh!

Kaylie -- Amanda, does my hair looks okay?

Amanda -- Kaylie, your hair always looks fabulous.

Kaylie -- I know, but does it look good right now?

Amanda -- Always includes right now, so yes it looks good. Why? Nevermind, I wouldn't understand. Or care. So Mr. Creep comes up to me just before my break and says …

Kaylie -- Where was Mr. Stanton?

Amanda -- Who?

Kaylie -- Your boss.

Amanda -- That's who I'm talking about!

Kaylie -- Who?

Amanda -- My boss!

Kaylie -- Stanton?

Amanda -- Yes! The Creep! Would you just listen?

Kaylie -- I can't believe she thought I'd wear shoes like these.

Amanda -- So he comes up behind me and whispers in my ear. He got that close!

Kaylie -- I should probably return them. 

Amanda -- "Hey, babe," he says, "You're due for a break." 'Hey, babe?' So nineties.

Kaylie -- They're probably too ugly even for my mom.

Amanda -- And get a breath mint! Gross.

Kaylie -- I want to see her face when I walk back in.

End Sample
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