A NIGHT AT THE INN
by Katreana Griggs 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]“A Night At The Inn” is a Christmas play that tells the story of the birth of Jesus Christ in a lowly stable. The Inn is full of visitors and stories that help to spread the good news of the birth of the long awaited Messiah. Even when the events surrounding the birth of our Savior seem so unrealistic and impossible, the good news is finally believed. My prayer is that all will come to a knowledge of Jesus Christ, our Savior.

All songs suggested are traditional Christmas hymns. . 

Staging -- This production has all the scenes set for the interior of an inn, except for the final one. The final scene is a manger scene. The main stage can be set up for the inn, while the manger scene can be set up in the choir loft, or a separate level, completely ready to use, so that no moving of props is needed. The choir can be positioned to the side of the stage, or on ground level. The inn has a backdrop of a stone interior, with 2 chairs, a table, a broom, a small pouch with coins, and several blankets. The table has a cup, a bowl, a scroll, feather pen, and a box of coins on it. You will also need a recording of a baby crying. A door is positioned on the left side of the stage, where most of the cast 

Playing Time -- 30-45 minutes
Cast -- 8 Men, 4 Women, Plus choir


Narrator, 
Samuel,
Debra,
Mary
Joseph
Woman
Shepherd 1
Shepherd 2
Any extra Shepherds
Wise Man 1
Wise Man 2
Wise Man 3
Benjamin (Merchant)
Choir


SAMPLE – A Night At The Inn

(Debra is sitting at the table, writing on a scroll. Samuel is sweeping the floor.)

DEBRA -- This census is the best thing that has happened for our business. All of our rooms are rented. Everyone else is cursing Caesar, but I, for one, am thanking God. We are making more in a month than we usually make in a year.

SAMUEL -- Are we doing that well?

DEBRA -- Oh, yes. Maybe, with all this extra money, we can increase the inn next year.

(Woman enters. Knocks on door.)

(Samuel walks over and opens door.)

WOMAN -- Sir, I heard in the streets that you had a vacancy. Do you have a room for rent?

SAMUEL -- I’m sorry. But, we rented our last room just a few minutes ago. You’re too late.

WOMAN -- Oh, no! What am I going to do?

SAMUEL -- Try the inn two streets over. Perhaps they can help you.

WOMAN -- Thank you. I’ll try that.

(Woman exits.) (Samuel shut the door.)

DEBRA -- (starts counting the coins and writing on the scroll.) If only we had more rooms. That’s the fourth person we’ve had to turn away.

SAMUEL	(sweeping again) -- Do we have enough blankets?

DEBRA -- We never have enough for Benjamin, the merchant. Heed my words, he will complain that he doesn’t have enough blankets. If he had not sent payment ahead of him for the room, I would have given the room to a less complaining renter.

SAMUEL -- It is wise, wife, to give our regular customers a room. This census will not last forever.

 (Mary and Joseph enter. Knock on door.)

SAMUEL	(opens door) -- Yes? What do you want?

JOSEPH -- Please, sir. Do you have a room?

SAMUEL -- No. I’m sorry. Our inn is full. We don’t have room for you.

(Mary sways)

JOSEPH	(catches Mary) -- Please, sir. My wife is going to have a baby. Are you sure there is no room available? We will take anything.

DEBRA	(rushes over to Mary) -- Oh, you poor thing! Come in and sit down. Samuel, bring a chair over.

(Samuel pulls chair over. Mary sits.)

DEBRA -- There now. You just sit there and rest awhile.

(Samuel and Debra move away from couple and talk to themselves, facing audience.)

DEBRA -- Samuel, she’s going to have that baby any minute now.

SAMUEL -- I know. But, what can we do? All of our rooms have been rented out.

DEBRA -- Let’s let them stay in the stable. I just couldn’t live with myself if I let that poor child walk out that door without helping her.

SAMUEL -- Good idea, Debra. I’ll tell them. Should we charge them?

DEBRA -- Oh, course not! They don’t exactly look like they have a lot of money. Besides, they seem to be a sweet couple. Let’s help them out.

SAMUEL -- All right. Just thought I’d ask.

(Samuel and Debra walk back over to Joseph and Mary)

SAMUEL -- We don’t have any rooms available, but we do have a stable. You will have to sleep with the animals, but at least you won’t be on the streets.

JOSEPH -- (looking relieved) Oh, thank you, sir. We will be happy to pay.

DEBRA -- Oh, don’t be silly. You run along now, and I’ll see if I can’t find an extra blanket for you.

End Sample
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