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A modern day version of the prodigal son. Dan was an active Christian, but he receives a large inheritance from his father and spends it on riotous living. After tumbling through life he realizes his error in turning away from God. Great for youth and youth events.

Staging – Living Room, Apartment room, Outside home, Park Bench, Jail, Judge’s chamber.

Playing Time -- 1 hour 20 minutes
Cast -- 8-12 Men, 4-8 Women

Dan Williams
Mr. Williams
Mrs. Williams
Kathy Williams
Rachel
Robert ‘Spike’ Richards
Pastor Nelson
Sis. Nelson
Judge
Clerk of Court
First Jailer
Second Jailer
Christian
Various players and guests


SAMPLE – End Road
[bookmark: _Toc2762409]Scene I -- Living Room in the Williams’ home.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dan enters from another room of the house. His father, Bro. Williams immediately follows. Dan has a section of the newspaper in his hands. As he enters and speaks his first line he throws the section across the room.

Dan	I’m sick of the paper being shoved at me all the time!

Williams	Then make use of it and we won’t have to.

Dan	I don’t have to! I’ve got a part time job and I don’t want to go to college!

Williams	You’re graduating from high school in two weeks, you’d better get a little more serious about your future.

Dan	It’s my future, what do you care?

Williams	‘Cause we’re family, ‘cause you live here, ‘cause you’re part of us!

Dan	Man, how I wish that would change!

Williams	And how’s that?

Dan	I’d love to become my own man, and stop being hassled by you and mom all the time.

Williams	How does one become ‘one’s own man’?

Dan	By being independent and free.

Williams	Free of what and independent of what?

Dan	I don’t know ... school ... my job ...

Williams	Parents? Church?

Dan	I suppose. Yeah, maybe those most of all. I’m tired of rules and regulations. Do this, don’t do that. Fast, pray, read, tithe, Sunday morning, Sunday night, Tuesday, Thursday. We don’t do anything but go to church. Is it a sin to want to live my life the way I want to live it? To be free of being ruled?

Williams	That’s exactly what your mother and I want for you.

Dan	It sure doesn’t seem like it.

Williams	Why do you think that your mother gave you the want ads today? Why is she so anxious for you to decide about a college career? Is that trying to rule you? No. You say that you want to become independent. Fine. But I don’t see you doing anything about it.

Dan	I’ve got a job.

Williams	Great, are you going to make a career out of working at a grocery store? Now, don’t get me wrong, if that’s what you want to do, fine. Many people work there all their lives. Some become managers or owners. I’m not trying to make that job sound inferior to any other. All I’m saying is that it isn’t one of the careers that you’ve been talking about for four years. You mentioned engineering, forestry service or missionary work. If you’ve changed your mind that’s your choice, part of your independence. I only wish to know so that I can help if you want and that I can pray even if you don’t want. Do you plan to make a career out of the Super-Valu?

Dan	No.

Williams	Have you decided against your other careers?

Dan	I don’t know! Don’t pin me down You’re starting to sound like mom again. I haven’t decided ‘cause I’m not ready to decide.

Williams	I would appreciate it if you would modify your tone when you talk about your mother. When do you think that you will be ready to decide?

Dan	Why? Are you in a hurry to get rid of me?

Williams	Not at all, Dan. I’m only trying to do what I think a father should do.

Dan	And what is that?

Williams	To act as a human wall.

Dan	Why? To give me something to beat my head on?

Williams	I suppose that’s been done on occasion. But no, I was thinking more along the lines of something to bounce ideas against. Like you bounce a ball against a wall. A wall can’t play the game you’re playing, nor can it feel your pain. But it’s nice to have around when you need something to lean on.

Dan	Yeah? Well, I’ll lean on myself for a while. 

Starts to leave.

Williams	Then I guess you won't need this.

Dan	What’s that?

Williams	Take a look.

Dan	$32,063.00? Mine? How?

Williams	On the day you were born I opened a savings account in your name. I started it with $1000.00 and on each of your birthdays I have deposited an additional $1,000.00. This Friday will be your 18th birthday and I will deposit a final $1000.00. This is your graduation present.

Dan	What am I suppose to do with it?

Williams	That’s up to you. Use it for college, possibly start a business, put a down payment on a house.

Dan	Buy a new car?

Williams	As long as you use it wisely it is yours to spend on your future as you see fit. You can also use a wall to sit upon. That savings account is one way I can support you as you begin to face life on your own.

Dan	Whoa? $33.000.00! That’s wild! Why didn’t you tell me before?

Williams	I didn’t want it to be a stumbling block in your life. I wanted you to grow up in the church first.

Dan	You mean if I wasn’t in the church you wouldn’t give this to me?

Williams	I had never given that possibility a thought ... before.

Dan	I mean ... this changes things. I can go to just about any college I want. Forget about that rinky-dink state college! Here I come New York or Boston! England. Paris! Hey, why be in such a hurry to go to school? I could travel for a year, see the sights! Before I’m too old and settled downs to enjoy it. I’m going to the library and check into some colleges and travel books. Tell mom not to fix me a plate for supper!

Williams	Not on your life! You tell your mother that you won’t be here for supper.

Dan	Okay. Bu they way this isn’t a check is it? How do I cash it?

Williams	That’s just the bank statement with the amount on deposit. You’ll get the check on Friday.

Dan	Great!

Exits

Williams	Thanks dad. You’re welcome, son.
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