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I Stand Alone covers moments in the life of Stephen. It begins at his death, but quickly goes back to an earlier time when he first came in contact with ‘those Jesus people’. The play explores his relationship with his brother – Benjamin – and his father – Elias. As time progresses we see Stephen mature into a strong Christian man who eventually is appointed a Deacon of the church, willing to face death for his savior. 

The strongest threads are those between Saul and Stephen, then Stephen and Benjamin. Their arguments create the basis for our understanding of the Jewish mind and thought vs. budding Christian ideals. 

Interwoven through the mix is Benjamin’s duality and the recurring visitor, Saul of Tarsus. In this play Saul is a distant relative of the family. This has no basis in historical fact, but not impossible. Saul provides the extreme views of the Jewish faith and is the tool used by Benjamin to promote his ends.

Benjamin is the protagonist, not the father. He is manipulating behind the scenes for his selfish ends. He shows a different face to each of the other characters. To Elias he is the faithful son. To Stephen he is the protective brother. To Saul he is the spy. He sees himself as the only one worthy of respect. (Shakespearean buffs may see the resemblance to Edmond and Edgar in Richard the III)

Characters
· Stephen		A young man full of the Holy Ghost
· Elias		Stephen’s father, a devout Jew
· Saul of Tarsus	Elias’ second cousin, an even more devout Jew
· Benjamin		An older brother of Stephen, but not as devout.

Setting: 
There are three locations in this play.
· The home of Elias and his sons.
· A back wall of the synagogue
· A location where Stephen is stoned.


SAMPLE – I Stand Alone

This is at the home of Elias and his sons, Stephen and Benjamin. Benjamin enters, talking to himself.

Benjamin	I am in so much trouble. What have I done? What have I done? Stephen hurry up!

Stephen 	(off stage) Just a moment, all right?

Benjamin	(still talking to self) I never should have gone to that meeting. I knew it was wrong. I told myself it was a bad idea, but, no! I had just check it out. Stephen!

Stephen	(off stage) Sorry, Benjamin, but I can’t find my sandals!

Benjamin	Go barefoot, but let’s go! Before father comes home. (to self) Father. Great. I should have known Stephen would want to tell him. Stephen is a fool. You’re a fool, Stephen! 

Stephen	(off stage) I love you too!

Benjamin	What an idiot. First I was stupid enough to get mixed up with those secret meetings, then I was really stupid for bringing Stephen into the game. Now what do I do? He’s hooked. Really hooked. I am so stupid!

Stephen	(entering) I could not agree more.

Benjamin	Thanks. I love you, too. Are you finally ready?

Stephen	Benjamin, my dear older, wiser and faithful brother. You lack one grace and one only. Well, besides being less handsome than me. You need to learn patience.

Benjamin	Me? Patience? This from the boy who jumped into the river without checking to see how deep the water was?

Stephen	My excitement overcame me.

Benjamin	And the riverbed broke your leg.

Stephen	One example. It tells no tale.

Benjamin	And the incident with the bee hive? Or the time you ran into temple without waiting to see if it had started?

Stephen	A minor mistake.

Benjamin	Tell that to Rabbi Shelumiel. He almost dropped the Torah when you came bursting through the door. He thought the Romans were invading. 

Stephen	He was rather surprised.

Benjamin	He and the rest of in the room. 250 people turned their heads to you. Father still won’t enter the temple unless you are safely inside. And you call me impatient.

Stephen	And I thought I had outgrown the switch. He really believes in that “spare the rod and spoil the child” stuff.

Benjamin	“Hates the child.”

Stephen	What?

Benjamin	He that spares the rod hateth his son. Not spoils. People always say that wrong. 

Stephen	Well, then he must not hate me more than he doesn’t hate you. I always seem to get the rod a lot more often than you.

Benjamin	One could say that means he loves you more.

Stephen	Oh? And why could one say that?

Benjamin	The Proverb says, “He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes.”

Stephen	Betimes on the behind.

Benjamin	Since he chastens you more it could be said that he loves you more.

Stephen	Yeah? Maybe it could be said, but it sure doesn’t feel like it.

Benjamin	Hum.

Stephen	Well, are we going to the meeting or what? I’ve been waiting for you.


Benjamin	You’ve been waiting for me? 

Stephen	Come on, let’s go.

Benjamin	Little brother, I’m gonna …

They exit, laughing. Black out

End Sample
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One mar's courage. A mortal struggle. An eternal reward.

Don't miss the compelling live drama!





